Towns and Districts of Upper Canada in 1812

This is a description of the settlements, and
districts of Upper Canada- the modern
province of Ontario, Canada- around 1812.
It was written by Michael Smith, an
American who had lived in Upper Canada
for about 2 years. Born in Pennsylvania in
the 1770s, Smith emigrated to Upper
Canada in 1810, attracted by the promise of
access to cheap land in the young colony.
After the outbreak of the War of 1812,
between Great Britain and the United
States, however, Smith experienced
persecution by suspicious authorities and
inhabitants of Upper Canada. He chose to
return to the United States, where he
worked in various professions, and
published some popular books describing
Upper Canada.
The British North
American province of Upper Canada was
founded in 1791, as a result of an influx of
white emigrants due to the American
Revolution.
During
the
American
Revolutionary War, many Americans had
sided with Great Britain against the rebels.
The pro-British Americans, known as
Loyalists, were forced to leave their
homeland after Britain was defeated in the
early 1780s. Some Loyalists emigrated to
the British Caribbean (including the
Bahamas and Jamaica). Others went to
Britain. But many chose to settle in
Canada, the northern neighbour of the US,
which was still under British rule. Britain
had conquered Canada, which had formerly
been under French control, during the
French and Indian War (the Seven Years
War) in the 1750s. Ironically, however, this
major British victory, after centuries of
fighting for control of the continent, helped
to set the stage for the American
Revolution. With the removal of the
French threat, American settlers no longer
felt a much need for protection from Great
Britain. Furthermore, British attempts to
impose taxes on their American colonists
to pay for the expenses of the war sparked
widespread protests and tensions that
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escalated into the Revolutionary War.
Before the American Revolution, the only
parts of Canada that were settled by white
people (and some westernized blacks and
Aboriginal people) were the eastern parts
of the country (i.e. Newfoundland,
Maritime Canada- New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island-, and
Quebecs St. Lawrence River Valley). What
is now southern Ontario, which is one of
Canadas most densely populated areas
today, had not yet been settled by
Europeans. Instead, it was only inhabited
by First Nations groups like the
Mississauga and Ojibwa people. But after
the Revolution, many of the American
Loyalists chose to settle in what is now
southern Ontario in the 1780s and 1790s.
This convinced the British to establish a
new province there in 1791. The British
bought large pieces of land from local
Mississauga and Ojibwa chiefs, and then
handed the land out to the Loyalists who
had fought for them during the
Revolutionary War (including some blacks
and Aboriginal people like the Iroquois
chief Joseph Brant). Other settlers, from
the US and Britain, also came to Upper
Canada in search of cheap land and to
avoid taxes. This influx of emigrants led to
the growth of the provinces villages. Smith
remarks that most colonists chose to live in
rural,
rather
than
urban,
areas.
Nevertheless, a number of military,
administrative, and commercial centres
began to grow in the young province.
Among them were York (modern-day
Toronto), the provincial capital, and
Kingston, a strategically important military
base. Modern-day Toronto has a population
of 2.6 million, and a total of about 5.6
million in the Greater Toronto Area
(GTA). But back in 1812, the population of
the most important city in the province was
less than 1,500.
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